very successful garden will, upon closer ex-

amination, yield a hidden framework, a care-

fully considered design which facilitates har-

mony, balance and beauty with just enough
excitement to suit the temperament of the individu-
als who use it.

The more successful the garden, the less obvious
this forethought will be. It is only really when some-
thing is not quite right that one becomes aware of
the lack of adherence to sound design principles.

A garden should assist us in finding inner balance,
be restorative and healing in its effect, and yet pro-
vide lively interest and perhaps a little intrigue. This
delicate balancing act also has to be entirely func-
tional and suited to the lifestyle of its owners. This
is the wonderful and unique challenge of a garden
designer, to find the solution that is custom fit for
each individual site with its own particular restric-
tions and challenges, the taste of the client and
their own unique wish list for the lifestyle they wish
to enjoy.

The smaller the garden, the more important a good
design becomes. A larger garden can mask a mul-
titude of errors.... in a small garden the difference
between a good and bad design is immediately obvi-
ous.

A garden should not only be beautiful, but utterly
functional and practical. The frustration of imprac-
ticality tends to quickly overcome the enjoyment of
beauty!

Here are some key aspects to approaching the de-
sign of a garden, and particularly the smaller garden
spaces that are becoming increasingly common.
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